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Arid, isolated and sparsely populated, the world’s deserts are the last great bastions

of pastoral life. As Imogen Lepere discovers, they make a fine base for adventure

THAR DESERT, INDIA

"he monsoon whips through Rajasthan from July through to

September, but the Thar is so remote the plains and mountains
which surround it syphon off the moisture long before it
reaches the desert, All that is left are hot, strong winds

which keep the sand dunes in a state of perpetual motion.

To outsiders, it's a formidable place to venture because the
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TOP TOUR Far and Ride combines riding safaris in the bed of
the Luni river with visits to local villages and desert camping.
The trip culminates with three days at the Balotra horse fair,
which sees 7,000 steeds and their owners gather in south-west
R;
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